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FINDING  GOD— THE  GREATEST  GIFT 

By  Elder  Don  B.  Colton,  President  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission 


Can  God  be  found?  This  question — a 
vital  one,  perplexes  men  and  seeks  solu- 
tion. It  provokes  a  line  of  thought 
which  I  desire  to  follow. 

Recently  a  young-  man  said  to  me  very 
frankly:  "  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  a  God  or  whether  we  have  revelations 
from  Him  or  not,  but  certainly  nothing  in 
the  wide  world  would  be  more  desirable 
than  to  know  Him,  if  God  can  be  known 
and  He  has  really  revealed  Himself  in 
this  day." 

The  question  confronting  this  uncer- 
tain, but  honest  and  open-minded  vouth, 
is  one  of  the  greatest  problems  confront- 
ing our  young  people  to-day. 

If  God  can  be  found,  as  we  affirm  He 
can,  if  we  can  learn  something  more  of 
His  character  and  His  attributes,  and  if 
we  can  learn  the  steps  necessary  to  find 
Him  then  no  study  in  the  world  is  more 
worthwhile. 


The  greatest  gift  man  can  seek  is  this 
very  knowledge — the  knowledge  of  God. 
The  Saviour  Himself  said:  "This  is 
life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  Thee 
the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  thou  hast  sent."     (John  17    :  3.) 

Our  latter-day  Prophet  recognized  the 
prime  importance  of  knowing  God. 
According  to  the  first  article  of  our  faith, 
"  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father, 
and  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the 
Holy   Ghost." 

It  has  been  said:  "  If  our  concept  of 
Deity  is  vague  and  indefinite,  our  convic- 
tions of  right  and  wrong  will  be  wavering 
and  uncertain.  If,  for  instance,  we  think 
of  the  Creator  merely  as  a  formless,  ever- 
present  spirit,  or  energy,  our  belief  in 
Him  is  not  likely  to  influence  our  conduct 
greatly.  But  if  we  have  fixed  in  our 
minds  the  definite  thought  that  God  is  a 
glorified  personage,   having  human  form, 
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actually  hearing-  and  answering  our 
prayers,  our  faith  in  Him  will  vitally 
shape  our  lives." 

For  years  sceptics  have  argued  and 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  the  forces 
governing  the  universe  are  unorganized, 
unintelligent,    purposeless.  They   have 

taught  that  this  universe  was  assembled 
and    is   ruled   by   chance. 

After  more  than  thirty  years  of  careful 
study  of  this  question;  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  such  a  position  does  not  square 
with  reason  nor  with  any  of  the  known 
and  accepted  rules  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge. 

Are  the  multitudinous  glorious  things 
about  us,  the  sun,  the  stars,  the  trees, 
birds  and  flowers,  and  the  countless  evi- 
dences of  life,  are  they  all  the  result  of 
mere  chance?  Does  chance  govern  the 
planets  in  their  orbits,  the  earth  in  its 
movements,  the  alternating  seasons  of  the 
year? 

We  are  not  fully  justified  in  saying  we 
do  not  know  the  source  of  all  these 
wonderful  things  until  we  have  exhausted 
every  means  of  knowing.  If  others  may 
know,  we  may  know. 

Man,  with  all  his  wisdom,  cannot 
duplicate    life.  Can    we    attribute    this 

supreme   creation    to   chance?  Reason 

gives  the  answer  and  it  is  emphatically, 
"  No." 

The  author  of  that  inspirational  little 
book,  Finding  God  in  MillersviUe,  makes 
the  following  statement  : 

It  takes  a  girl  in  our  factory  about 
two  days  to  learn  to  put  the  seventeen 
parts  of  a  meat  chopper  together.  It 
may  be  that  these  millions  of  worlds, 
each  with  its  separate  orbit,  all  balanced 
so  wonderfully  in  space — it  may  be  that 
they  just  happened  ;  it  may  be  that  by 
a  billion  years  of  tumbling  about  they 
finally  arranged  themselves.  I  don't 
know.  I  am  merely  a  plain  manu- 
facturer of  cutlery.  But  this  I  do 
know,  that  you  can  shake  the  seven!een 
parts  of  a  meat  chopper  around  in  a 
washtub  for  the  next  seventeen  billion 
years  and  you'll  never  make  a  meat 
chopper. 

The  world  might  have  created  itself, 
I  said  to  myself,  but  the  world  couldn't 
have  created    something    greater    than 


itself.  The  creature  can't  be  greater 

than  the  creator.  And  human  person- 
ability  is  greater  than  the  world.  To 
create  personality  there  must  have  been 
•personality. 

Where  do  we  find  our  knowledge  that 
God   is   a   personal   God?  If   He   is   a 

personal  God  and  I  may  become  like  Him, 
and  if  He  is  my  Father  and  I  can  learn 
to  know  that,  that  is  more  desirable  than 
a  God  diffused  throughout  space  as  light 
and  energy,  or  some  of  the  common  gases 
known  so  well  to  the  scientist.  First, 
my  father  and  mother  say  that  if  I  look 
for  Him,  I  can  find  a  loving,  merciful, 
personal  God.  I  believe  them.  The}' 
have   always   told   me  the   truth. 

The  next  great  step  towards  finding 
God  is  that  we  shall  have  the  desire. 
We  must  want  to  believe  in  Him.  Truly, 
there  must  be  something  tangible  upon 
which  that  belief  must  rest. 

I  need  not  argue  that  to  believe  in  a 
thing  we  must  know  something  about  it. 
If  that  is  true,  then  we  should  know 
something  of  God,  His  personality,  and 
of  the  necessity  of  a  proper  conduct  of 
human  life  that  will  lead  us  to  believe  in 
Him. 

It  is  necessary,  not  only  to  have  the 
desire  to  have  a  testimony  of  God,  but 
that  we  shall  be  willing  to  take  further 
steps  that  are  necessarv  to  find  Him. 
This  means  a  willingness  to  study  and 
think   in   a  positive  frame  of  mind. 

If  we  enter  any  field  of  knowledge  with 
a  positive  attitude,  desiring  to  find  God, 
we  are  bound  to  find  evidence  of  His 
existence.  It  is  almost  an  axiom  that  we 
find  in  life  that  for  which  we  look. 

We  can  see  the  stamp  of  God  in 
geology,  our  knowledge  of  the  earth  ;  in 
astronomy,  our  study  of  the  heavens. 
We  can  see  it  in  the  chemistry  laboratory 
and    under    the    microscope.  Nowhere 

dees  correct  science  disprove  the  being  of 
God. 

But  this  is  not  the  whole  story.  A 
philosopher  has  said,  "  My  reason  lends 
new  courage  to  belief,  and  all  God's 
hidden  principles  seem  plain."  Though 
reason  helps  us  to  form  belief  and  convic- 
tion from  our  knowledge,  it  is  not  a  sure 
or  final  guide  in  our  search.  It  must  be 
supplemented  bv  another  principle, 
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Many  years  of  experience  and  study 
have  conviced  me  that  some  men  are  not 
altogether  fair  in  their  approach  to  this 
important  problem.  Every  clay  we  accept 
facts  in  nature,  in  business,  in  every  line 
of  human  research  and  endeavour,  with- 
out ourselves  being  able  to  take  the  steps 
necessary  to  demonstrate  their  truthful- 
ness. Indeed,  some  of  them  are  not 
demonstrable.  Yet,   we  readily  accept 

them. 

When  you  step  into  your  car,  you  find 
that  it  will  go  if  there  is  petrol  in  the  tank 
and  if  it  is  mechanically  all  right.  You 
may  not  know  just  how  it  functions.  The 
only  thing  you  know  is  that  your  car  has 
actually  gone  in  the  past.  There  are 
men  who  have  carefully  worked  out  all 
the  necessary  equipment  for  a  car  and 
they  know  that  if  all  the  conditions  are 
proper,  it  will  go.  You  must  rely  on 
the   mechanic.  Every   day   you   accept 

things  without  any  question,  of  which  you 
have  no  personal  knowledge,  except  what 
rs  told  you. 

Most  of  the  human  family  depend  upon 
the  testimony  and  the  experience  of  others 
for  information  and  knowledge  of  life  and 
its  principles.  Why,  then,  should  we  not 
accept  the  witness  of  prophets  and  other 
leaders,  for  they  are  spiritual  experts? 
In  addition,  then,  to  having  the  eternal 
testimony  of  the  universe  and  of  nature 
pointing  towards  God,  we  have  the  study 
of  God  from   inspired  writings.  These 

testify  abundantly,  not  only  of  the  steps 
necessary  to  find  Him,  but  also  the  actual 
witness  of  hundreds  of  just  men  that  have 
found  Him.  Their  testimonies  are  found 
in  the  Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  other  in- 
spired writings. 

The  author  of  the  Book  of  Hebrews 
begins  : 

"  God,  who  at  sundrv  times  and  in 
divers  manners  spake  in  time  past  unto 
the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these 
last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son." 

I  could  emphasize  "  last  days,"  for  in 
this  day  He  hath  again,  through  His  Son, 
spoken   unto   the  prophets. 

No  more  thrilling  words  were  ever 
written  than  those  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  : 


And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies 
which  have  been  given  of  him,  this  is 
the  testimony,  last  of  all,  which  we 
give  of  him  :  That  he  lives  ! 

For  we  saw  him,   even  on  the  right 

hand  of  God  ;  and  we  heard  the  voice 

bearing    record    that    he    is    the    Only 

Begotten  of  the  Father.     (76    :  22-23.) 

We   are   impressively   told   by   the   late 

President  Joseph   F.   Smith,  a  man  loved 

and  honoured  by  men  of  all  creeds  and  all 

denominations  : 

"We  are  not  wholly  dependent  upon 
the  written  word  for  our  knowledge  of 
God.  We  depend  upon  God  as  He  re- 
veals Himself  to-day  and  administers 
unto  men  by  the  power  of  His  Holy 
Spirit.  And  all  men  in  the  world,  not 
only  the  Latter-day  Saints,  but  those 
who  have  never  embraced  the  Gospel, 
have  the  same  privilege  that  we  have, 
if  they  take  the  course  which  God  has 
marked  out. 

It  is  their  privilege  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  truth  and  to  under- 
stand these  things  for  themselves.  We 
have  derived  this  knowledge  from  the 
Lord,  not  from  man.  Man  cannot  give 
this  knowledge  ;  I  may  tell  you  that  I 
know,  but  that  is  not  knowledge  to  you. 
If  I  have  learned  something  through 
prayer,  supplication,  and  perseverance 
in  seeking  to  know  the  truth,  and  I  tell 
it  to  you,  it  will  not  be  knowledge  unto 
you.  I  can  tell  you  how  to  obtain  it, 
but  I  cannot  give  it  to  you.  If  we  re- 
ceive this  knowledge,  it  must  come 
from  the  Lord.  He  can  touch  your 
understanding  and  your  spirits,  so  that 
you  shall  comprehend  perfectly  and  not 
be  mistaken.  But  I  cannot  do  that. 
You  can  obtain  this  knowledge  through 
repentance,  humility,  and  seeking  the 
Lord  with  full  purpose  of  heart  until 
you  find  Him.        He  is  not  afar  off. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  approach  Him,  if 
you  will  only  do  it  with  a, broken  heart 
and  a  contrite  spirit,  as  did  Nephi  of 
old.  This    was    the    way    in    which 

Joseph  Smith,  in  his  boyhood, 
approached  Him.  He  went  into  the 
woods,  knelt  down,  and  in  humility  he 
sought  earnestly  to  know  which  Church 
was  acceptable  to  God.  He  received 
(Continued  on  page  165) 
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The  Wembley  Americans. 

With  the  advent  of  summer  baseball  and 
Saturday  games  in  the  Transvaal,  the 
missionaries  on  the  Rand  have  joined  with 
Brothers  Layton  Alldredge  and  Evan  P. 
Wright  and  our  good  friend,  Bertie  Price, 
in  forming  an  outstanding  baseball  team 
under  the  name  of  the  Wembley - 
Americans.  Up  to  the  date  the  new  team 
has  given  very  good  account  of  itself  and 
has  caused  a  great  deal  of  interest  among 
the  baseball  fans  of  that  part  of  the 
Union. 

The  Church  is  therefore  well  repre- 
sented in  baseball  circles  with  "Cumorah" 
still  the  most  colourful  team  in  Western 
Province  and  the  Wembley-Americans 
being   runners-up   on   the   Transvaal   log. 

The  press  on  the  Rand  have  given  good 
publicity  to  the  new  team.  The  follow- 
ing are  some  of  the  comments  that  have 
appeared  : — 

Johannesburg  Star,  Friday,  16th  Octo- 
ber, 1936.  "  Meet  Wembley-American; 
meet  the  all -Mormon  team  from  Utah — 
bar  one  !  They  are  engaged  in  mission 
work  in  South  Africa,  but  have  time  for 
a  game  of  baseball  on  Saturday  afternoon 
and  practise  at  Wembley  Stadium  during 
the  week." 

Rand  Daily  Mail,  Monday,  19th  Octo- 
ber, 1936.  "  Except  for  Bertie  Price  the 
Wembley-Americans  are  all  Mormon 
Missionaries.  Badger,  Alldredge  and 
Parkinson  have  represented  Western  Pro- 
vince and  there  are  others  with  considera- 
ble baseball  experience,  so  that  when  they 
settle  down  and  get  more  practice  they  are 
likely  to  provide  stout  opposition,  especi- 
ally when  Randall,  the  Transvaal  pitcher, 
becomes  available." 

Sunday  Express,  25th  October,  1936. 
"  Team  of  non-smokers  and  teetotallers. 
American  Ball  Players  at  Wembley. 
Among  the  new  sides  competing  in  the 
Saturday  baseball  league  are  the  Wembley 
Americans,  a  club  that  promises  to  be- 
come one  of  the  most  popoular  in  the 
competition.  They   are   known   as   the 

Mormons,  and  for  a  very  good  reason, 
since  the  majority  of  the  players  are  young 
missionaries  from  the  State  of  Utah, 
assisting,    among    other    things,    to    con- 


vince the  world  that  Mormons  are  not 
polygamists.  In  every  way  these  Ameri- 
cans can  be  called  a  team.  They  are 
always  in  one  another's  company,  they 
dine  together  and  they  play  the  game  in 
a  happy-go-lucky  spirit  that  is  certain  to 
appeal.  That  they  should  not  experience 
any  great  difficulty  in  attaining  physical 
fitness  is  obvious  from  the  mode  of  live- 
lihood, for  they  are  total  abstainers  and 
non-smokers,  while  in  addition,  they  do 
not  drink  either  tea  or  coffee." 

I  am  sure  that  Bertie  Price  is  responsi- 
ble for  a  great  deal  of  this  publicity  and 
we  sincerely  appreciate  his  interest. — B. 


(Continued  from  page  163.) 

an  answer  to  his  prayer  which  he 
offered  from  the  depths  of  his  heart,  and 
he  received  it  in  a  way  that  he  did  not 
expect. 

This  is  our  final  step  in  coming  to  know 
God — the  personal  experience  of  spiritual 
contact.  It  is  the  individual  application 
of  the  principle  of  revelation  from  God  to 
man.  Joseph  Smith  has  taught  us  that 
everyone  desiring  a  testimony  of  God  may 
find  it  just  as  definitely  as  he  did,  if  he 
will  seek  for  it  in  the  proper  way. 

When  we  finally  find  God,  we  shall 
realize  that  all  the  steps  we  have  taken 
are  natural,  reasonable  and  convincing. 
We  shall  discover  that  the  process  which 
brings  us  to  a  complete  knowledge  rests 
in  following  the  admonition  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  "  If  any  man  will  do  His  will,  he 
shall   know  !  " 

God  can  be  found.  The  road  to  dis- 
covering Him  has  been  followed  by  the 
very  best  men  and  women  of  the  ages, 
and  always  with  the  same  result. 

If  we  do  the  Lord's  will,  if  we  serve 
Him  and  keep  His  commandments  and 
love  our  fellowmen,  and  show  that  love  by 
acts  of  service  and  helpfulness,  then  as 
a  crowning  reward  we  will  receive  the 
knowledge  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  the 
rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
Him. — (Adapted  from  a  radio  address 
delivered  over  Station  KSL  in  Salt  Lake 
City.') 
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IT  IS  I— BE   NOT  AFRAID 

Arranged  by  Elder  W.  Dean  Taylor 


In  the  days  of  our  Saviour's  personal 
ministry  there  lived  in  Bethany  a  rich 
Pharisee  by  the  name  of  Simoh.  He  was 
a  man  of  very  high  church  Standing  and 
was  very  influential  in  his  community.  He 
found  delight  in  giving  banquets  at  his 
palatial  home.  At  one  of  these  feasts 
the  cold  mechanical  ritualism  of  the 
Pharisee  came  in  dramatic  contrast  with 
the  soul-saving  power  of  the  Christ. 
When  Jesus  arrived  at  the  banquet  hall  he 
was  not  received  with  the  usual  courtesies 
of   the   times.  He    was    not    furnished 

water  with  which  to  wash  his  sandaled 
feet  nor  was  his  head  annointed  with  oil 
as  a  token  of  royal  welcome.  When  he 
entered  he  was  given  a  seat  at  the 
foot     of     the     table.  There      he      sat 

in  obscurity  and  neglect — the  greatest 
individual  the  world  has  ever  seen,  while 
proud  purple-robed  Simon  sat  in  state  at 
the   head   of  the   table.  Then   another 

person  entered.  This  was  a  woman  who 
was  a  sinner.  She  had  met  Jesus  before 
that  night.  In  fact,  the  Master  had  talked 
to  her  in  his  gracious  loving  way  of  the 
beauty  of  chastity  and  the  nobility  of  vir- 
tue, and  in  the  spirit  of  his  Saviourhood 
had  striven  to  lift  her  up  to  character  and 
honour.  His  loving  solicitude  for  her,  an 
outcast,  touched  her  heart,  and  there  came 
into  her  heart  the  abiding  faith  that  he 
was  the  God -man,  the  perfect  one.  This 
faith  was  so  deep  and  genuine  that  it 
moved  her  to  the  repentance  that  com- 
pletely purifies  the  heart  and  leaves  in 
the  soul  only  the  pure  gold  of  holy  aspira- 
tions. It  was  this  infinite  love,  and  not 
any  invitations,  that  accounted  for  her 
presence  at  the  banquet.  She  went  to 
pay  her  respects  to  the  Son  of  God.  When 
she  entered  she  went  directly  to  where 
Jesus  sat,  and  in  a  manner  of  a  slave  sur- 
rendering to  her  master,  she  fell  with  her 
hands  across  the  feet  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Then  her  big  heart  broke  and  her  tears 
fell  like  rain  upon  the  feet  of  the  Christ, 
gushing  from  the  depths  of  her  contrite 
soul.  She  was  so  devoutly  reverent  that 
she  took  her  tresses,  the  hairs  of  her  head, 
and  wiped  her  tears  from  his  feet.     The 


lordly  Simon  in  his  haughtiness  looked  on 
with  disgust.  His  gay  party  was  being 
spoiled  by  the  abject  contrition  of  an  out- 
cast. In  his  heart  he  complained  ;  this 
man  if  he  were  a  prophet  would  have 
known  who  and  what  manner  of  woman 
this  is  that  toucheth  him,  for  she  is  a 
sinner.  "  Simon,  I  have  somewhat  to  say 
to  thee,"  said  Jesus.  "  Sav  on."  "  There 
was  a  certain  creditor  which  had  two 
debtors  ;  the  one  owed  five  hundred  pence 
and  the  other  fifty  and  when  they  had 
nothing  to  pay  he  frankly  forgave  them 
both.  Tell  me  therefore,  which  of  them 
will  love  him  most?  "  "  I  suppose  the 
one  who  was  forgiven  most,  .Simon 
replied.  "  Thou  hast  judged  rightly. 
Seest  thou  this  woman?  I  entered  into 
thy  house,  thou  gavest  me  no  water  for 
my  feet,  but  she  has  washed  them  with 
her  tears  and  wiped  them  with  the  hairs 
of  her  head.  Her  sins  which  are  many 
are  forgiven  her  for  she  loveth  much." 
Then  to  the  woman — "  Thy  faith  hath 
saved  thee,  go  in  peace." 

What  really  happened  in  the  heart  of 
this  woman,  The  right  answer  to  this 
question  will  reveal  the  real  secret  of  our 
Lord's   saving  power.  By  his   perfect 

gracious  life,  and  loving  ministry,  he  pro- 
foundly impressed  her  with  the  eternal 
nobility  of  virtue;  and  moved  her  to  be- 
lieve with  a  heart-purifying  faith  that 
nothing  really  matters  but  purity  and  holi- 
ness of  life.  This  holy  faith  purged  her 
heart  of  its  dross,  and  left  in  her  heart  the 
holiest  thing  in  the  world — love  for  God. 

In  every  step  we  take  toward  the  future, 
the  unseen  and  unknown,  we  literally  walk 
by  faith.  Progress  is  actually  from  faith 
to    faith.  Every    aspiring    thought    or 

purposeful  act  is  related  to  the  future. 
Even  our  most  elementary  thinking  is 
meaningless  without  the  assurance  of 
future  time  and  the  existence  of  the  un- 
seen. When  we  think  of  taking-  a 
journey,  planting  a  tree,  building  a  house, 
starling  in  business,  we  assume  the  con- 
tinuance of  time  w  ithout  which  all  our 
thoughts  and  acts  would  be  without 
meaning   or  perspective.  Next   to   life 
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itself,  faith  is  the  most  significant  thing 
in  the  realm  of  conscious  existence.  The 
power  to  live  in  the  future  and  in  the  light 
of  the  unseen  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
mind  and  the  essential  faculty  that  places 
man  at  the  summit  of  creation.  All  our 
planning,  designing  and  projecting,  tiiat 
makes  up  our  higher  purposeful  life,  is 
made  possible  by  the  fore-gleam  of  the 
future.  All  our  coherent  theories  of  con- 
duct, our  philosophies  and  our  orderly 
system  of  religion  are  founded  upon  the 
bedrock  belief  that  everything  we  think 
and  do  has  future  significance.  Without 
the  foresight  of  faith  life  is  just  a  passing 
fancy  and  momentary  impulse.  It  is  the 
eternal  sense  born  of  faith,  of  the  eternal 
significance  of  time,  that  sobers  our 
thinking,  quickens  the  conscience  and 
gives  orderliness,  temperance,  and  a 
sense  of  sanctity  to  our  lives.  The  sober- 
ing belief  that  our  thoughts  and  acts  of 
to-day  mar  or  make  us  for  the  eternal 
years  of  God,  is  the  only  enduring  founda- 
tion of  morality. 

Faith  knits  the  future  into  the  present, 
makes  eternity  part  of  to-day,  and  gives 
to  life  its  coherency,  continuity,  and 
meaning.  Through  the  intensification  of 
faith  we  literally  enter  into  life  and  really 
live  an  abundant  life.  It  was  the  Master's 
marvellous  insight  into  this  profound 
elementary  truth  that  inspired  him  to 
make  faith  the  foundation  of  his  philoso- 
phy of  human  salvation  and  ennoblement. 
"  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
God  for  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  be- 
jieve  that  He  is  and  that  He  is  the  re- 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him." 
Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  do  any- 
thing of  vital  importance.  The  idea  that 
faith  is  the  basic  urge  to  action  is 
especially  true  in  our  conduct  towards 
God.        The  Creator   is  invisible.  We 

cannot  see  him  with  our  natural  eyes.  All 
our  thoughts  and  acts  in  relation  to  him 
are  inspired  by  faith's  keen  sense  of  his 
existence.  We  are  drawn  toward  him  by 
the  eternal  pull  of  faith.  Like  magne- 
tism that  unerringly  draws  the  needle  to- 
wards the  North  Star,  so  faith  draws  the 
soul  toward  God  and  truth. 

In  1820,  Joseph  Smith,  then  a  lad  of 
14  years  of  age,  became  deeply  concerned 
about  the  salvation  of  his  soul.      Revival 


meetings  in  which  excited  appeals  to  the 
emotions  were  made,  accentuated  his 
anxiety.  The  divided  and  distracted  con- 
dition of  Christianity,  the  fierce  conflict  of 
religious  opinion,  and  clashing  of  creeds, 
added  to  the  perplexity  of  his  youthful 
mind.  The     din     of     disagreeing     and 

clamouring  priests,  moved  the  boy  to  ask, 
which  of  all  the  churches  is  true?  While 
this  puzzling  question  distressed  his 
earnest  soul,  he  took  to  reading  the  scrip- 
tures. One  day  he  opened  the  Bible  to 
the  first  chapter  of  James'  Letter.  His 
eyes  fell  upon  the  faith  stimulating  text. 
If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask 
of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally 
and  upbraideth  not,  and  it  shall  be  given 
him.  But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing 
wavering,  for  he  that  wavereth  is  like  the 
waves  of  the  sea,  driven  by  the  wind  and 
tossed."  The  words  of  this  simple  pro- 
mise went  home  to  the  heart  of  that  boy 
as  the  very  words  of  the  God  of  all  wis- 
dom. He  believed  God  had  made  the 
promise,  and  that  he  would  make  it  good. 
Impelled  by 'this  simple  abiding  faith,  he 
went  into  the  woods  near  his  father's 
home  and  there  bowed  his  head  and  lifted 
his  troubled  heart  in  pleading  to  God.  As 
he  heroically  prayed  there  appeared  before 
him  a  beautiful  pillar  of  light,  transcend- 
ing in  brilliancy  the  light  of  the  noon-day 
sun.  Encircled  with  this  glorious  light 
stood  two  glorified,  immortalized  beings  in 
express  and  majestic  form.  One  of  them 
pointed  to  the  other  and  said:  "  This  is 
my  beloved   Son,   hear  ye  him." 

That  day  that  boy  saw  the  glorified 
form  of  the  Omnipotent  One,  and  heard 
the  voice  that  spoke  in  the  morning  of 
time  when  quivering  matter  was  organized 
to  make  a  beautiful  world.  He  is  the 
greatest  discoverer  of  modern  times.  He 
discovered  for  modern  man  the  only  key 
to  the  knowledge  of  God.  He  found  that 
deepest  and  purest  joy,  of  actual  contact 
and  fellowship  with  the  father  of  all,  of 
which  Emerson  sang  so  vearningiv,  "  Oh, 
when  I  am  safe  in  my  sylvan  home.  I 
mock  at  the  pride  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
And  when  I  am  stretched  beneath  the 
pines.  Where  the  evening  star  so  holy 
shines.  I  laugh  at  the  lore  and  the  pride 
of  man.  At  the  sophist  schools  and  the 
learned  clan.        For  what  are  thev  all   in 
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their  high  conceit.  When  man  in  the  bush 
with  God  may  meet."  The  spot  on  which 
that  boy  prayed  is  a  sacred  shrine.  It  is 
the  cradle  of  modern  faith.  Within  that 
sylvan  temple  on  that  hallowed  day,  that 
boy  discovered  that  lost  key  to  the  know- 
ledge of  God. 

The  whole  story  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  Mormonism  is  one  long  narrative  of 
sublime  faith  ;  struggles  against  seemingly 
unsurmountable  odds.  The  early  followers 
of  this  modern  religious  movement  were 
compelled  to  face  the  most  stubborn  oppo- 
sition and  the  fiercest  persecutions.  Three 
times  in  a  decade  they  were  driven  in  a 
body  from  their  homes  and  dis -possessed 
of  their  property  at  the  point  of  mobo- 
cratic  bayonets.  But  after  each  inhuman 
persecution  they  arose  again  in  the  mar- 
vellous strength  of  undaunted  faith,  and 
quietly  commenced  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  new  homes,  new  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, and  new  chapels  and  temples. 
When  they  were  expelled,  some  twenty 
thousands  souls  in  a  body,  from  Nauvoo, 
they  were  compelled  to  cross  the  dreary, 
forbidding  American  plains,  to  find  refuge 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Their  western 
migration  is  the  most  marvellous  under- 
taking of  its  kind  in  the  annals  of  the 
race.  It  entailed  privation,  hardship, 
suffering,  and  danger.  Food  was  scarce, 
many  were  poorly  clad,  their  equipment 
was  defective,  and  savages  lurked  in  am- 
bush along  the  way  to  threaten  their  peace 
and  safety.  Hut  in  spite  of  hunger,  priva- 
tion and  discomfort,  distress  and  danger, 
the}-  had  the  stout-hearted  faith  to  sing  as 
they  slowly  trudged  on  their  way — "  And 
should  we  die  before  our  journey's 
through — Happy  day,  All  is  well — We 
then  are  free  from  toil  and  sorrow  too — 
With  the  just  we  shall  dwell — But  if  our 
lives  are  spared  again — To  see  the  Saints 
their  rest  obtain — O  how  we'll  make  this 
chorus  swell — All  is  well — All  is  well." 
This  stirring  song  of  hope,  faith  and 
courage  has  reverberated  down  through 
the  years  and  made  thousands  of  human 
hearts  beat  stronger  than  human  hearts 
have  ever  beat  since  the  Master  of  Life 
conquered  death. 

According  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  faith  is 
the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen.        He  refers 


to  the  deep-rooted  divine  hope  that  does 
not  stagger  in  the  presence  of  what  is 
humanly  impossible.  Abraham  is  Paul's 
illustration  in  this  idea  of  faith.  After 
receiving  the  promise  that  in  Isaac  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  would  be  blessed,  he 
was  commanded  to  offer  this  son  as  a 
sacrifice.  With  undaunted  confidence  in 
God's  power,  Abraham  made  all  prepara- 
tion for  the  offering.  The  altar  was  con- 
structed, the  wood  for  the  fire  gathered 
and  put  in  place,  the  sacrifice  was  placed 
upon  it,  and  the  knife  was  raised  to  take 
the    precious    life.  His    hand    was   not 

stayed  until  he  heard  the  angelic  injunc- 
tion "  Lay  not  thy  hand  upon  the  lad." 
Abraham  unflinchingly  met  the  supreme 
test   of   faith.  He  had   the   pure   soul- 

strength  to  believe  that  God  could  and 
would  make  the  lifeless  lips  speak  again. 
In  Abraham  was  the  stir  and  throb  of  the 
faith  that  can  triumphantly  believe  that 
even  death  can  be  turned  to  life  by  the 
edict  of  Jehovah. 

It  is  faith  that  distinguishes  the  man  of 
robust  energy  from  the  passive  person. 
Men  of  inaction  are  always  men  of  shallow 
convictions,  and  men  of  actions  are  always 
men  of  strong  convictions.  When   we 

speak  of  someone  having  fortitude,  we 
ascribe  to  him  the  firmness  that  comes 
from  deep  settled  convictions.  When  we 
say  some  one  is  resolute,  we  mean  that  he 
is  strongly  persuaded  of  the  worthiness  of 
his  intentions.  When  we  say  that  some 
one  is  courageous,  we  mean  that  he  has 
the  fearlessness  of  undaunted  assurance 
that  he  can  conquer  his  foes.  And  when 
we  ascribe  to  any  one  heroism,  the  highest 
quality  of  moral  excellence,  we  attribute 
to  him  faith's  deathless  integrity  to  truth 
and  right.  It  is  in  the  realm  of  moral 
and  spiritual  advancement  that  the  moti- 
vating force  of  faith  is  raised  to  its  highest 
power  and  excellence.  The  worthiness 
of  the  attainment  of  moral  and  spiritual 
standards  cannot  be  seen  by  ordinary  men 
and  women.  The  glitter  ami  glamour  of 
material   things   blind   their   eves.  The 

social  whirl  diverts  their  attention  from 
the   things   that   endure.  The   alluring 

call  of  sensual  pleasures  deadens  the  spirit 
to  the  deep  enduring  glories  of  the  soul. 
Moreover,  the  moral  leader  must  face  the 
sneer  of  the  cynic,  the  jeer  of  the  proud, 
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the  slander  of  the  wicked,  and  often  the 
sword  of  the  persecutor.  No  timid  heart 
is  equal  to  this  eternal  battle  between 
truth  and  error.  Only  the  heart  that  beats 
with  the  strength  of  a  divine  faith  dare 
enter  this  deathless  struggle.  The  sturdy 
moral  crusaders  who  have  gone  through 
flood  and  fire  for  their  cherished  ideals, 
have  been  sustained  by  the  courage  that 
defies   all  opposition.  They  have  been 

impelled  to  make  their  fearless  onslaughts 
upon  the  forces  of  evil,  by  the  unshaken 
assurance  that  the  God  of  eternal  right  is 
on  their  side. 

This  all-mastering  conviction  that 
nothing  really  matters  but  God's  truth,  is 
the  very  soul  of  heroism,  which  has  nerved 
martyrs  to  go  untremblingly  to  the  stake 
for  their  deathless  ideals. 

May  I  relate  an  incident  from  the  life 
of  the  most  noble  martyr  in  history  whose 
precious  blood  was  shed  for  us. 

After  a  very  strenuous  day,  Jesus  in- 
structed his  disciples  to  take  him  across 
the  Sea  of  Galilee,  where  he  might  resume 
his    ministry.  As    soon    as    they    had 

departed,  Jesus  found  a  resting  place  near 
the  stern  of  the  boat  and  soon  fell  asleep. 
A  great  storm  arose  and  still  he  slept. 
The  circumstance  is  instructive  as  it 
shows  the  physical  attributes  of  Christ, 
and  the  healthy  normal  condition  of  his 
body.  He   was  subject  to  fatigue  and 

exhaustion  as  are  all  men — without  food 
he  became  hungry,  without  drink  he 
thirsted,  by  labour  he  became  wean'.  The 
fact  that  after  a  day  of  strenuous  effort 
he  could  calmly  sleep,  even  amidst  the 
turmoil  of  a  tempest,  indicates  an  unim- 
paired nervous  system  and  good  state  of 
health.  Sleep  after  toil  is  natural  and 
necessary.  The  day's  work  done  Jesus 
slept.  Meanwhile  the  storm  increased  in 
fury;  the  wind  rendered  the  boat  un- 
manageable, waves  beat  over  the  side  and 
the  vessel  seemed  about  to  flounder.  The 
disciples  were  terror-stricken  ;  yet  through 
it   all  Jesus   slept  peacefully.  In  their 

extremity  of  fear,  the  disciples  awakened 
him,  crying  out,  "  Master,  carest  thou  not 
that  we  perish."  They  were  frightened, 
and  forgetful  that  there  was  with  them 
one  whose  voice  even  death  had  to  obey. 
Calmly  he  replied  to  their  piteous  call : 
"  Why    are   ye    fearful,    Oh    ye   of    little 


faith."  Then  he  arose,  and  out  through 
the  darkness  of  that  fearsome  night,  into 
the  roaring-  wind,  over  the  storm-lashed 
sea,  when  the  voice  of  the  Lord  as  he 
rebuked  the  wind  and  said  upon  the  sea: 
"  P'eace,  be  still."  And  the  wind  ceased 
and  there  was  great  calm.  Turning  to 
the  disciples,  he  asked  in  tones  of  gentle 
yet  unmistakable  reproof  :  "  Where  is  your 
faith  "  and  "  How  is  it  that  ye  have  no 
faith." 

Also  on  another  occasion,  the  Master 
chastised  his  disciples  for  lack  of  faith. 
After  Jesus  had  fed  the  five  thousand  in 
the  desert,  he  instructed  his  disciples  to 
depart  by  boat,  but  he  remained  behind 
and  ascending  a  hdl  he  chose  a  secluded 
place  and  there  remained  in  prayer  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  night.  The 
disciples  encountered  a  boisterous  head 
wind,  which,  of  course,  rendered  impossi- 
ble the  use  of  sails,  and  though  they  toiled 
heavily  at  the  oars  the  vessel  became 
practically  unmanagable  and  wallowed  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea.  Though  they 
laboured  through  the  night  they  had  pro- 
gressed less  than  four  miles  on  their 
course ;  to  turn  and  run  before  the  wind 
would  have  been  to  invite  disaster,  their 
only  hope  lay  in  holding-  their  vessel  to 
the  wind  by  sheer  power  of  muscle.  Jesus, 
in  his  solitary  confinement,  was  aware  ot 
their  sad  plight  and  he  came  to  their 
assistance,  walking  upon  the  storm-tossed 
sea  as  though  treading  solid  ground. 
When  the  voyagers  caught  sight  of  him 
as  he  approached  the  ship  they  were  over- 
come by  superstitious  fears  and  cried  out 
in  terror.  But  straightway  Jesus  spoke 
unto  them  saying,  "  Be  of  good  cheer  it 
is  I,  be  not  afraid."  Relieved  by  these 
assuring  words,  Peter  cried  out — "  Lord, 
if  it  be  Thou,  bid  me  come  unto  Thee  on 
the  water.  Jesus  assenting,  Peter  de- 
scended from  the  ship  and  walked  toward 
his  Master,  but  as  the  wind  smote  him 
and  the  waves  rose  about  him,  his  con- 
fidence wavered  and  he  began  to  sink. 
Strong  swimmer  though  he  was,  he  gave 
way  to  fright  and  cried  :  "  Lord,  save 
me."  Jesus  caught  him  by  the  hand 
saying:  "  Oh  thou  of  little  faith,  where- 
fore didst  thou  doubt."  From  Peter's 
remarkable  experience,  we  learn  that  the 
power  by  which  Christ  was  able  to  walk 
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the    waves    could    be    made    operative    in 

others,  providing  only  their  faith  was  en- 
during. Aside  from  the  marvellous  cir- 
cumstances of  its  literal  occurrence,  the 
miracle  is  rich  in  symbolism  and  sugges- 
tion. By  what  law  or  principle  the  effect 
of  gravitation  was  superseded,  so  that  a 
human  body  could  be  supported  upon  the 
watery  surface,  man  is  unable  to  affirm. 
The  phenomenon  is  a  concrete  demonstra- 
tion of  the  great  truth  that  faith  is  a  prin- 
ciple of  power,  whereby  natural  forces 
may  be  conditioned  and  controlled.  Into 
every  adult  human  life  come  experiences 
like  unto  the  battling  of  the  storm-tossed 
voyagers  with  contrary  winds  and 
threatening  seas ;  ofttimes  the  night  of 
struggle  and  danger  is  far  advanced 
before  relief  appears,  and  then,  too  fre- 
quently the  saving  aid  is  mistaken  for  a 
greater  terror.  As  came  unto  Peter  and 
his  terrified  companions  in  the  midst  of  the 
turbulent  waters,  so  comes  to  all  who  toil 
in  faith,  the  voice  of  the  Deliverer:  It  is 
I,   be   not  afraid.        In  his  worthy   name. 

Amen. 

□   □  

Whither  Mankind  ? 

By  Elder  O.  Claron  Alldredge. 

"  The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the  in- 
habitants   thereof ;    because    they    have 
transgressed     the     laws,     changed     the 
ordinance,  broken  the  everlasting  cove- 
nant."— Isaiah  24    :  5. 
Ralph    Waldo     Emerson,     an    eminent 
American  poet,  once  said,  "  It  is  the  dis- 
location and  detachment  from   the  things 
of   God    that   makes    life    ugly."  This 

striking  bit  of  philosophic  wisdom 
appears  to  be  an  eternal  truth,  which  the 
pages  of  history  only  too  sadly  reveal. 
Man,  in  his  insatiable  demand  for  happi- 
ness, and  to  satisfy  his  inate  human  weak- 
nes  for  power  has  painted  some  of  the 
most  pitiful  pictures   of  history. 

The  apostle  Paul,  not  long  after  the 
death  of  Christ,  while  preaching  to  the 
Galatians,  was  startled  to  find  them  "  so 
soon  removed  from  His  teachings."  Thus 
began  a  gradual  departme  from  the  teach- 
ings of  Christ  that  was  eventually  to  find 
men  falling  before  their  self-inflicted 
sufferings. 


The  glory  that  once  was  Rome's,  has 
long  since  fallen  into  oblivion,  because 
they  "  transgressed  the  laws  and  listened 
to  works  devised  of  men  and  not  of  God." 
Although  they  founded  unequal  pro- 
cedures in  juris-? prudence  beginning  with 
the  Twelve  Tables,  yet  they  failed  to 
interpret  the  simple  plain-spoken  laws  of 
God.  People  were  persecuted  on  every 
hand  and  even  put  to  death  under  the  cruel 
yoke  of  the  Inquisition,  which  spread 
terror  among  all  who  dared  voice  a  theo- 
logical opinion.  Such  rank  abuses  as 
degeneracy,  immorality,  and  the  sale  of 
indulgences  were  resorted  to.  During 

this  dark  period  of  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
gutters  of  Spain  and  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands were  literally  overflowing-  with 
blood,  spilt  because  they  heeded  not  the 
teachings  of  Christianity.  Does  the  doc- 
trines of  Christ  admit  of  such  inconsis- 
tencies? They  groped  about  in  an 
appalling  darkness  and  suffered  the 
slavery  of  ignorance,  all  because  they 
would  not  or  did  not  have  "  ears  to  hear 
or  eyes  to  see  !  ' ' 

This  so  true  in  the  case  of  ancient  Rome 
is  but  a  repetition  of  the  world  to-day. 
Although  our  gutters  are  not  overflowing 
with  blood,  yet  our  cities,  countries  and 
whole  continents  are  wreaking  with  vice 
and   crime    that    defy    description.  On 

every  hand  we  see  ghastly  scenes  of 
suffering  and  misery.  While  our  chapels 
of  worship  are  empty,  the  edifice's  to  the 
"  Goddess  Pleasure  "  are  full.  And  what 
is  the  result?  People  have  learned  to 
commit  all  kinds  of  crime  and  lapse  into 
the   lowest   forms   of   debauchery.  Not 

only  is  this  peculiar  to  the  individual  but 
has  grown  to  national  and  even  inter- 
national in  scope.  Are  not  wars,  and 
contentions  products  of  the  "  teachings  of 
men?  " 

The  question  is  this,  "  \\  nere  is  all  this 
leading  us  to?  " 

Our  jails  and  prisons  are  full,  because 
of  this  departure.  Nations  are  contend- 
ing one  against  the  other  in  their  quest 
for  power  and  authority,  only  resulting 
in  increased  misery  and  sorrow. 

The  world  to-day  needs  not  less  religion 
but   more — more   than   ever  before.  It 

is    almost    a    paradox,    that    in    the    en- 
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lightened,  modern  world  of  to-day  we 
should  find  such  stinging-  realities.  But 
true  it  is  and  the  only  way  they  can  be 
corrected  is  by  strict  adherence  to  the 
teachings  of  God.  If  we  would  but  sub- 
ordinate the  passions  to  the  perceptions  of 
the  intellect,  religion  would  become  less 
of  an  enigma,  and  more  the  key  to  a 
wholesome,  virile  life. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  fervently  advocate  a  list  of 
divine  truths,  known  as  the  "  Articles  of 
Faith."  The  last  three  of  the  thirteen 
read   as  follows  : — 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
our  own  conscience,  and  allow  all  men  the 
same  privilege,  let  them  worship,  how, 
where,  or  what  they  may. 

We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings, 
presidents,  rulers,  and  magistrates,  in 
obeying,  honouring,  and  sustaining  the 
law. 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste, 
benevolent,  virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to 
all  men;  indeed,  we  may  say  that  we 
follow  the  admonition  of  Paul — we  believe 
all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have 
endured  manv  things,  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything 
virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good  report  or 
praise-worthy,  we  seek  after  these  things. 

If  the  people  of  ancient  Rome  had  but 
harkened  to  these  simp<!e  truths,  their 
story  might  have  been  different.  Is  it 
not  an  inalienable  human  right  to  worship 
the  way  one  might  choose?  Is  it  not 
more  expedient  to  obey  a  command  of 
God  than  that  of  man?  What  higher  or 
greater  King  shall  we  worship  than  God? 

The  world  to-day,  if  its  inhabitants 
would  but  be  virtuous,  honest,  and  strive 
to  do  good  to  all  men,  would  be  cleansed 
of  many  of  its   impurities.  An   honest 

man  will  soon  be  as  precious  as  fine  gold, 
so  in  the  realization  of  such  a  startling 
departure,  can  we  not  rightly  ask  the 
question,  "  WHITHER  MANKIND?  " 


Greetings,  Goodwill  and 
Blessings. 

Having  been  called  by  the  First  Presi- 
dency to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Church 
in  the  European  Mission,  we  have  ac- 
cepted this  commission  and  the  accom- 
panying responsibilities  with  humility. 
To  us  it  is  a  joy  to  be  members  of  that 
great  band  of  missionaries  who  teach  the 
revealed  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  These 
have  been  called  to  deliver  to  all  the 
world,  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue 
and  people,  that  message  which  was  given 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  when,  at  the 
age  of  14,  he  went  into  the  woods,  God's 
temple,  and  appealed  for  help  and  light. 
He  was  perplexed.  He  did  not  know 

which  of  the  many  churches  to  join. 
Some  of  his  kindred  belonged  to  one 
denomination  and  some  to  another.  Dur- 
ing these  perplexing  moments  he 
happened  to  read  in  the  Book  of  books 
these  stirring  words:  "  If  any  of  you 
lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God.  .  .  . 
and  it  shall  be  given  him."  It  was  wis- 
dom that  he  needed  and  believing  what 
he  read  he  made  his  appeal  a  simple 
prayer  of  faith  on  the  part  of  a  boy.  In 
answer,  God  the  Father  and  Jesus  Christ, 
His  Son,  came,  restored  the  Gospel  and 
gave  to  Joseph  the  authority  to  act  for 
them  and  in  their  names.  Since  we  have 
been  called  to  assist  in  bringing  this 
startling  and  important  message  to  the 
people  of  this  whole  hemisphere,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  we  approach  our  task 
with   humility? 

It  is  99  years  since  the  preaching-  of 
the  Gospel  by  the  elders  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  was  begun  in  Europe. 
Under  the  guidance,  inspiration  and  light 
of  heaven,  many  great  leaders  and  great 
preachers  have  been  called  to  the  positions 
we  now  hold.  So  effectively  has  their 
work  been  done  that  literally  hundreds  of 
thousands  have  not  only  been  converted 
and  have  joined  the  Church,  but  their 
souls  have  been  so  stirred  and  their  con- 
victions have  been  so  clear-cut  and  posi- 
tive that  they  have  gone  out  from  the  land 
of  their  nativity  and,  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  religious  emotions  awakened  in  them, 
have  eone  half  around  the  world  to  Utah 
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and  other  parts  dI  the  United  States. 
There  they  have  been  an  important,  yes, 
one  of  the  most  important  factors,  in 
establishing  "  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's 
house  "  "  in  the  tops  of  the  mountains 
"  in  the  lasl  days,"  as  the  Scriptures  so 
clearly  predict.  There  the  God  of  heaven 
Himself,  has,  as  the  Prophet  Daniel  said, 
set  up  a  kingdom  never  to  be  destroyed, 
a  kingdom  not  to  be  left  to  other  people  ; 
it  is  that  kingdom  of  God  that  "  shall 
stand  forever." 

To  come  to  the  countries  which  have 
produced  these  choice,  these  chosen  people 
gives    us   joy.  In   behalf   of   the    First 

Presidency  of  the  Church,  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  others  of  the  General 
Authorities,  and  the  members  of  the 
General  Boards  of  the  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions, the  thousands  who  have  emigrated 
from  these  countries  and  for  the  hundreds 
of  missionaries  who  have  lived  and 
laboured  here,  and  also  in  our  own  name, 
we  extend  greetings,  goodwill  and  bless- 
ings to  the  saints  and  the  friends  of  the 
saints  in  all  and  every  part  of  the 
European  Mission,  from  South  Africa  on 
the  south  to  the  great  Scandinavian 
countries   of  the   north. 

To  the  public  it  may  be  but  an  interest- 
ing coincidence,  but  to  us  it  is  a  source  of 
pride  that  76  years  ago  among  a  group 
who  came  to  England  were  three  of  our 
progenitors  :  Amasa  M.  Lyman,  who 
served  as  president  of  the  Mission, 
Francis  M.  Lyman  and  John  Brown.  In 
the  same  group  were  also  the  well-known 
and  distinguished  characters,  Joseph  F. 
Smith,  who  for  18  years  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Church ;  George  Q.  Cannon 
who  for  a  generation  was  first  counsellor 
in  the  First  Presidency  and  who  is  the 
father  of  Joseph  J.  Cannon,  now  president 
of  the  British  Mission.  Amasa  M.  Lyman, 
who  served  with  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Twelve,  is  the  grandfather  of  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  and  Francis  M.  Lyman,  who  also 
served  as  president  of  the  European 
Mission  and  who  for  many  years  was 
president  of  the  Council  of  Twelve,  is  his 
father.  John  Brown  is  the  father  of 
Amy  Brown  Lyman. 

The  responsibility  of  following  the 
leadership  of  the  truly  great  ones,  men 
and   women,    who  have  preceded   us   im- 


presses us  with  the  feeling  that  we  are 
walking  on  "  soil  sacred  because  of  those 
whose  feet  have  trodden  here."  And  of 
these  Outstanding  leaders,  some  of  whom 
made  converts  literally  by  the  thousands, 
not  any  have  had  more  sterling  worth 
than  our  immediate  predecessors,  Presi- 
dent Joseph  F.  Merrill  and  his  wife,  Sister 
Emily  T.  Merrill. 

Dr.  Merrill  we  have  known  from  boy- 
hood. And  from  boyhood  we  have  been 
associated  with  him  most  intimately. 
We  were  classmates  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  ;  we  were  in  the  superintendence 
of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations 
of  the  old  Salt  Lake  Stake,  which  area 
now  comprises  15  stakes  ;  our  offices  were 
side  by  side  when  we  held  professorships 
at  the  same  time  in  the  University  of  Utah 
for  a  period  of  26  years;  we  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Advisorv  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Education  during  his  adminis- 
tration as  Commissioner  of  Education  of 
the  Church.  This  association  continued 
until  he  came  to  preside  over  the  Euro- 
pean Mission.  We  also  worked  side  by 
side  as  members  of  the  General  Board  of 
the  M.I.A.  and  as  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Twelve  Apostles. 

And  we  have  likewise  been  closely  and 
intimately  associated  with  Sister  Merrill, 
both  in  Church  and  in  educational 
circles,  where  she  has  been  highly 
respected    and    admired.  Having   been 

born  and  reared  in  an  intensely  religious 
atmosphere,  having  lived  a  strictly 
Christian  life,  having  been  blessed  with 
an  unusually  keen  intellect  ami  haying 
had  outstanding  intellectual  training, 
Sister  Merrill  is  a  real  asset  to  the 
Church. 

And  since  we  could  not  serve  in  the 
European  Mission  together  with  these, 
our  valued  friends  and  neighbours,  it 
seems  unusually  fitting  that  we  should  be 
appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  they  have 
done  so  well  and  nobly.  Those  having 
the  scholarship,  the  inspiration,  faith  and 
humility  of  these  two  are  not  frequently 
found.  We  hope  and  humbly  pray  for 
life  and  understanding  that  will  make  us 
in  some  degree  worthy  followers  of  these 
and  the  other  faithful  leaders  who  have 
preceded   them. 

Richard  R.  Lyman. 
Amy  Brown  Lyman. 
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APPRECIATION. 
By  Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh. 

'Tis  a  good  old  place,  this  world  of  ours, 
And  yet  there  are  some  who  say  : 

"  It's  a  terrible  life,  full  of  struggle  and 
strife  !  " 
But  it's  just  what  they  make  it  each  day. 

Adversity  comes   to  each   as   a  test, 
Are  we  known  as  one  to  complain  ? 

Or   does    each    humble   prayer    from    your 
friends  who  care 
Absorb  all   your  ache  and   pain? 

"  'Tis  a  hard  old  world,"  we  have  heard 
some  say, 
But  thoughts  and  gifts  and  flowers 
Can  make  it  worthwhile — change  a  frown 
to  a  smile, 
Filling    each    day    with    sweet,    happy 
hours. 

Written  from  hospital — 2nd  Nov.,  1936. 

□   a 

Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder     Ray    F.     Marsh,     District     President, 

"  Cumorah,"   Main   Road,  Mowbray. 

Eiders  Wm.  Alton  Sorenson,  Ross  D.  Benson, 

Harlan  W.  Clark,  Dale  A.   Wilcox,  0.  Claron 

Alldredge,  and  W.  Dean  Taylor. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome  into 
the  Church  the  following  who  became 
members  at  a  baptismal  service  held 
Sunday,  the  1st  of  November:  Margrate 
Jane  Cecilia  Harris  Kewney,  baptized  by 
Elder  Wm.  A.  Sorenson  and  confirmed  by 
President  LeGrand  P.  Backman ;  Edna 
Muriel  Kewney,  baptized  by  Elder  Wm. 
A.  Sorenson,  confirmed  by  Elder  Ross  D. 
Benson  ;  Phyllis  Margrate  Kewney,  bap- 
tized by  Elder  W.  Dean  Taylor,  confirmed 
by  Elder  O.  Claron  Alldredge  ;  and  Ada 
Pearl  Kewney,  baptized  by  Elder  Dale  A. 
Wilcox,  confirmed  by  Elder  Harlan  W. 
Clark.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless 
and  guide  the  footsteps  of  these  new 
members  in  righteousness. 


On  the  24th  of  October,  the  M.I.A.  held 
a  very  successful  Halloween  Party  at 
"  Cumorah."  A  large  crowd  attended 

and  a  "  spookey  "  time  was  had  by  all. 

Cumorah  managed  to  win  two  of  their 
last  three  baseball  games.  Saturday,  the 
24th  of  October,  they  defeated  Nomads, 
,24  to  7.  At  Stellenbosch  on  the  31st 
they   were   victorious,    12    to   4.  Their 

reverse  was  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Lies- 
beek  Park,  11  to  7.  Better  luck  next 
time  !. 

The  Relief  Society  Bazaar  at 
"  Cumorah,"  Saturday,  31st  October,  was 
a  grand  success,  not  only  in  attendance 
but  from  a  financial  standpoint  as  well. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  members  of  this 
fine  organization  for  their  effort  towards 
such   a  noble  cause. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  and 
Elders  Ralph  W.  Millburn  and  Ross  D. 
Benson  visited  members  and  attended 
Sunday  School  in  Eerste  River,  25th 
October. 

Elders  Wm.  A.  Sorenson  and  W.  Dean 
Taylor  visited  Sister  Caroline  Sundstrom 
at  Van  der  Stel,   Friday,  30th  October. 

The  Woodstock  Baths  was  the  scene  of 
the  M.I.A.  Swimming  P'arty  held  Tues- 
day, the  3rd  of  November.  A  fine  crowd 
attended. 

Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh  returned  to 
to  "  Cumorah  ",  the  3rd  of  November, 
from  Victoria  Hospital,  Wvnberg.  Elder 
O.  Claron  Alldredge  is  back  in  the  work 
one  hundred  per  cent,  again.  Since  the 
accident  to  these  two  missionaries  they 
have  made  remarkable  recoveries  and  are 
now  rapidly  regaining  their  normal  health. 
May  our  Heavenly  Father  continue  to 
bless  them,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
put  even  greater  power  into  their  noble 
labours. 

Wednesday,  the  4th  of  November,  a 
delightful  evening  was  spent  at 
"  Cumorah,"  when  Brother  Wells  L. 
Evans  and  his  charming  wife  displayed  a 
moving  picture  description  of  their  travel 
in  South  Africa. 

Sister  M.  King,  of  Robertson,  was  a 
visitor  at  "  Cumorah,"  Sunday,  the  8th 
of   November.  Mr.    and    Sister   Beck- 

bessenger  and  Sister  Thelma  du  Toit  and 
her  mother,  from  Piquetberg,  paid  a  wel- 
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come  visit  to  "  Cumorah  "  on  Friday,  the 
13th  of  November. 

The  Sacramental  Service  of  Sunday,  the 
8th  of  November,  was  conducted  by  the 
Genealogical  Society.  President  LeGrand 
P.  Packman  was  the  speaker  and  a 
pageant  depicting  the  need  and  value  of 
genealogical  work  was  presented.  Sister 
Dora  Goodrich  and  Brother  Thomas  Wil- 
son are  to  be  congratulated  for  their 
splendid  work  in  this  field.  Those  taking 
part  in  the  pageant  were  Charles 
Bremridge,  Robert  Backman,  Nancy  and 
Esme  Murphy,  Agnes  Wilson,  Daniel 
Cherrit,  Alvin  Park  and  Elders  Dale  A. 
Wilcox  and  W.    Dean  Taylor. 

On  Monday,  9th  of  November,  Elders 
Ross  D.  Benson,  Harlan  W.  Clark,  Dale 
A.  Wilcox  and  W.  Dean  Taylor  left  on  a 
country  trip  around  the  district.  They 
returned  on  the  19th,  reporting  a  fine  trip 
but  very  bad  weather. 

The    closing    socials    for    the    Auxiliary 
Organizations  were  held  at  "  Cumorah 
the  past  week.  Tuesday,   the   17th  of 

November,  the  M.I.  A.  brought  their 
activities  to  a  close  and  the  Relief  Society, 
Priesthood  closed  another  year  of  useful 
service    on    Thursday,    the    19th.  The 

splendid  work  of  all  officers  and  teachers 
is  indeed  worthv  of  commendation. 


DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 

Elder  Julian   R.   Durham,   District   President. 

Elders  Lincoln  W.   Kener,   Lincoln  A.   Daynes 

and  Brent  M.   Palmer. 

Meetings     held     at  Perla     Siedle     Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.     Evening  Service, 
7  pm. 

Elders  Julian  R.  Durham  and  Brent  M. 
Palmer  returned  to  Durban  after  being 
away  on  a  month's  country  trip  to  the 
Cape  and  return. 

A  Christmas  Tree  Social  was  held  on 
the  4th  of  November  at  the  Durban  hall. 
A  beautiful  canary  donated  by  Sister 
Gladys  Sweeney  was  the  prize  of  the 
evening.  Elders  Kener  and  Daynes  were 
down  from  Maritzburg  to  join  with  a 
splendid  attendance  of  members  and 
friends. 

Guy  Fawkes  Dav  was  celebrated  by 
Elders  Daynes  and  Palmer  at  the  home  of 


Sister  Getaz,  even  to  the  traditional  burn- 
ing of  Guy  Eavvkes. 

Elder  Durham  has  been  indisposed  for 
a  week  and  we  sincerely  hope  and  pray 
lor  his  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 

PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder  Jack  H.  Bradshaw,  District  President. 
Elder  Joseph   R.   Meservy. 

Services:  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street, 
Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Branch  membership 
has  changed  :  some  members  have  re- 
moved to  other  parts  of  the  Union,  while 
others  have  arrived.  Sister  E.  Humphries, 
accompanied  by  her  daughters,  Harriet 
and  Ruby,  has  gone  to  Bloemfontein. 
May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  Sister 
Humphries  in  her  effort  to  regain  her 
health. 

Brother  and  Sister  Benjamin  Rudd  and 
family,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  left  during  the 
past  month  to  reside  in  Durban.  We 
wish   them   success  in   their  new  home. 

At  this  time,  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
welcoming  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Wait  and 
their  children,  the  latter  being  members  of 
the  Church,  to  Port  Elizabeth.  They 
arrived  from  Cape  Town  during  the  past 
month. 

At  the  Sunday  evening  service  held  on 
the  25th  of  October,  Carl  Francouis,  the 
infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Timothy 
Swanepoel,  was  blessed  and  given  a  name 
by  Elder  Jack  H.  Bradshaw. 

Saturday  evening,  31st  October,  a 
Halloween  social  was  held  in  the  For- 
resters' Hall.  Barrells  of  fun,  plenty  of 
thrills  and  moments  tingling  with  excite- 
ment, too — all  helped  to  make  this  social 
a  big  success.  The  winding  spook  allev 
was  a  sensational  attraction  enjoyed  by  a 
crowd  of  eighty  people.  Thanks  is  due 
to  all  members  and  friends  who  added  in 
making  the  event  such  a  happy  one. 


EAST  LONDON. 

Elder  Omer  J.  Smith,  District  President. 

Elder  John  F.   Reynolds. 

Services:     Sons    of    England    Minor    Hall, 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Friends      and      relatives      of      Brother 

Edward    Lewis   Futter,    of   Springs,    were 

pleased  to  see  him  in  East  London  again. 

He  arrived  on  the  16th  of  October  for  an 
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eleven  day  stay  and  was  able  to  take  care 
of  necessary  business  and  have  a  good 
visit  before  returning  to  Springs. 

Brother  and  Sister  Futter  have  adopted 
a  new  son  into  their  family.  On  Sunday, 
18th  October,  the  child  was  blessed  into 
the  Church  and  given  the  name  of  Noel 
Berry  Futter. 

Friday  afternoon,  the  23rd  of  October, 
Elders  Smith  and  Reynolds  enjoyed  tell- 
ing the  students  of  the  College  Street 
School  about  Arizona  and  Utah  and 
demonstrating  a  few  cowboy  tricks  with 
a  lasso. 

A  dance,  sponsored  to  raise  funds  for  a 
Christmas  Tree,  was  held  at  Orange 
Grove  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the 
31st    of    October.  There    was    a    fine 

crowd  in  attendance  and  the  affair  was  a 
pronounced  success  in  every  way. 


TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 

Elder  Howard  C.  Badger,  District  President. 

Elders   Robert   R.    Child,    Dee   R.    Parkinson, 

James  C.  Shuntway,  Timothy  h.   Irons,  and 

Frank  W.   Duncan. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  ;  M.I. A. 
meeting  held  Tuesday  at  8  p.m'.  ;  Relief 
Society  and  Priesthood  meetings  held  on 
Thursday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Primary  on  Wednesday 
at  3  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  Street, 
Rosettenville :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brvunmer, 
Waterval  Estate :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00   p.m. 

Springs  Branch,  "  Castle  Mansions  "  : 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Pretoria  Branch,  173,  Church  Street,  East, 
Poynton's  Building:  Sunday  at  7.30  p.m. 

Ramah  Branch  News : 

During  the  past  month,  three  children 
of  record  were  baptized.  They  are  Jay 
Savage,  Norma  Leonette  Muir,  and  Peter 
Charles  Schubach.  The  service  was  held 
at  Ramah,  18th  October,  and  was  con- 
ducted  by   Elder   Robert   R   .Child. 

The  Ramah  Branch  Relief  Society 
sponsored  an  entertaining  concert  on  the 
night  of  14th  October.  The  programme 
consisted  of  a  series  of  one-act  plays  and 
a  "  Pageant  of  Motherhood."  An  appre- 
ciative audience  enjoyed  the  performances 


and  helped  to  augment  the  funds  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  The  officers  are 
deserving  of  much  commendation.  They 
extend  gratitude  to  all  those  who  co- 
operated in  its  success. 

On  30th  October,  a  "  spook  alley  "  and 
Halloween  party  held  sway  in  the  Ramah 
Branch.  Ice  cold  punch  and  doughnuts 
topped  off  a  perfect  evening.  Evan 
Wright,  the  M.I.A.  president,  was  super- 
visor and  Elder  Child  was  games  master. 

Brother  W.  H.  Brummer  and  L.  G. 
Muir  were  speakers  at  the  monthly  con- 
joint service  of  the  Ramah-Liahona 
Branches  on  18th  October. 

All  members  and  friends  of  the  Church 
in  the  Transvaal  join  in  wishing  Elder 
Ray  F.  Marsh  a  speedy  and  complete 
recovery  from  his  recent  motorbike 
accident. 

The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  du  Toit 
passed  away  at  their  home  during  the 
past   month.  Members   of   the   Church 

convey  their  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
parents,  family  and  relatives  at  the  pass- 
ing of  the  little  son,   brother  and  friend. 

M.I.A.  Improvement  Era  Night  took 
place  1st  November,  at  Ramah.  Speakers 
were  O.  L.  Alldredge  and  C.  B.  Spear. 
Sister  Muriel  Barnes  added  a  beautiful 
touch  by  singing  the  hymn,  "  I  Know  My 
Heavenly  Father  Knows." 

Illness  among  the  members  of  the 
Branch  has  been  prolific  during  the  past 
month.  Sister     van      Rooyen,      Sister 

Hubert,  Sister  Muir,  Sister  Crighton  and 
Sister  Stevenson  and  others  have  been  in 
bed  for  days,  but  are  at  present  much  im- 
proved. Their  many  friends  extend  their 
well-wishes. 

Sister  Doreen  Brebner  is  now  con- 
valescing at  her  home  in  Kensington, 
from  a  recent  operation.  She  is  looking 
fine  and  hopes  to  be  with  us  soon. 

Brother  M.  Savage  is  now  Gospel  Doc- 
trine Class  Leader  in  the  Sunday  School. 
His  experience  and  store  of  knowledge  fit 
him  ably  for  the  job  and  he  is  making 
the  class  most  interesting.  If  you  come 
along  once,  you  cannot  stay  away  after 
that.; 

Recent  visitors  to  the  Rand  and  Ramah 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union  have  been  : 
Sister  Alice  Botha,  of  Cape  Town  ; 
Brother    Charles   Jubber,    East    London; 
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Brother  C.  B.  Spear  and  family,  of 
Bloemfontein  ;  Brother  and  Sister  Robert 
Dollar,  of  Port  Elizabeth ;  Brother 
Charles  Bremridge,  of  Cape  Town  ;  and 
Brother  McWilliams,  of  Rhodesia.  All 
members  and  friends  of  the  Transvaal 
were  most  happy  to  see  them,  and  hope 
their  visits  proved  interesting  and  educa- 
tional. 

The  Wembley-American  baseball  team 
composed  mainly  of  Mormons,  have 
recently  won  several  games  and  are  at 
this  writing  in  second  place  in  the  Trans- 
vaal League.  Some  fine  publicity  for  the 
Church  has  been  forthcoming. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Barnes  have  recently 
returned  from  a  holiday  to  Durban.  We 
are  happy   to  welcome   them   back   again. 

Our  hopes  for  a  rapid  recovery  are  with 
Brother  Lawrence  Kelly,  who  has  been 
quite  ill  for  some  time. 

Liahona  Branch  News : 

A  very  successful  social  was  sponsored 
by  the  Liahona  Branch  M.I.A.  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  L.  G.  Muir 
on  29th  October.  The  somewhat 
"  novel  "  games  were  enjoyed  by  all 
present. 

A  large  crowd  attended  the  first  con- 
cert sponsored  by  the  Liahona  Primary, 
one  of  the  best  concerts,  ever  held  at 
Ramah,  on  6th  November.  A  special 
vote  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  pupils  of 
Miss  Brownie  Sutton,  who  supplied  some 
of  the  most  delightful  items.  The 
deafening  applause  of  the  audience  after 
some  of  the  turns  certainlv  supports  this 
statement. 

We  all  join  in  wishing  Sister  Dorothy 
Ninow  a  speedy  recovery  from  her  present 
illness. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &  DUNGAN 
Main  Road         -         -         Mowbray 

Phone    6-1368 


Pretoria  Branch  News : 

The  Branch  has  been  strengthened 
through  the  association  with  Sister  E.  J. 
Jakins,  from  Pa  row,  C.P.,  who,  with  her 
grandson,  young  Bro.  Eric  Bibb,  is  visit- 
ing and  caring  for  Sister  Daisy  Kunitz 
in  her  recent  illness.  We  are  happy  to 
report  her   improvement. 

A  birthday  party  for  Sister  Saunders 
was  held  at  her  home  on  the  evening  of 
7th  November.  It  was  well  attended  by 
relatives    and    friends.  May   you    have 

many  more  such  happy  occasions,  Sister 
Saunders. 

Mrs.  Bryant  has  moved  to  Vereeniging, 
where  her  husband  is  employed.  She  is 
greatly  missed  by  her  friends  in  the 
Branch.  It  is  our  hope  that  before  long 
she  will  be  with  us  again. 

Springs  Branch  News : 

Sister  Eileen  Jakins  and  Duane  have 
returned  from  an  extended  vacation  at 
Cape  Town.  Both  are  looking'  well  and 
fit. 

We  hope  to  have  a  future  Ben  Foord 
and  Laurie  Stevens  in  our  Branch  shortly, 
as  Brother  Gert  Oelofse  and  Ernest 
Johnson  are  training  under  the  able  hand 
of  Mr.  Nich.  van  der  Berg,  the  East  Rand 
heavyweight.  Stick  to  it,  boys  ;  we  can 
do  with  a  few  Dempseys  in  South  Africa. 

Our  District  President,  Elder  Howard 
C.  Badger,  has  again  visited  us  during 
the  past  month.  The  other  Elders  of  the 
Transvaal  have  also  visited.  We  surely 
appreciate  these  calls. 

A  welcome  addition  to  our  Branch  is 
Brother  Douglas  P'hillips  and  wife.  A 

hearty  welcome,    Brother   Doug.  May 

the  Lord  use  you  in  his  work  and  bless 
you  in  your  endeavour  to  serve  him. 

Accidents  have  disabled  Mr.  Kideon, 
husband  of  Sister  Baby  Johnson  Kideon, 
little  Marv  Johnson  and  Ronnie,  the  little 
son  of  Brother  and  Sister  I.  C.  Louw. 
All  are  on  their  way  to  a  speedy 
recoverv. 


Phone  5-1416   for   "  ENTERPRISE "   POULTRY   FOODS 

GARDEN   FERTILIZERS  for  all  purposes 
BEST  UTRECHT  COBBLES  and  WOOD 
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